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time it once more materialized, Mustansir had been succeeded
as Caliph by Mustasim.

It was Ogotai's youngest son Hulagu who next turned his
attention to Iraq. He first pillaged Diarbekr, killing 10,000
of the inhabitants, and at the same time had the good fortune
to capture a caravan setting out for Harran with a load of
600,000 gold dinars. This money assisted him in his prepa-
rations for an attack on Baghdad. They took two years.
A thousand skilled engineers were engaged to prepare war-
engines. His weapons included Chinese arbalisters, fire-
arrows in which naphtha was used, and mechanical bow-
strings manipulating three bows at a time, ' with arrows several
ells in length'. Before he started, each of his men was
supplied with a thousand pounds of meal and a skin of liben.

The Mongol host took a month to cross the river Oxus, and
soon afterwards encountered their first enemies. These were
the Assassins, who had been sending desperate appeals for
help as far afield as France and England. Their famous moun-
tain stronghold at Alamut was completely wiped out. With
it went the Old Man of the Mountains and a famous library,
whose total destruction, combined with that of another at
Madinah a year later, undoubtedly involved an appalling loss
to Islamic culture. Hulagu next made his headquarters at
Hamadan and wrote a letter to the Caliph demanding his
submission. There had been a serious flood in Baghdad in
the same year and Mustasim's misfortunes were lying heavily
upon him. He had already withdrawn into a state of haughty
privacy, and, according to tradition, hung a black silk cloak
outside the palace gate, to be kissed by those who wished
to pay their respects to him. To Hulagu's letter he sent a
contentious reply, which called forth the ominous comment,
"The Caliph is as tortuous in his policy as a bow, but I
will chastise him until he becomes as straight as an arrow*.

Hulagu now dispatched armies in several directions with
instructions to converge on Baghdad. One crossed the Tigris,
near Tekrit, on a bridge of boats and moved south between
the rivers. After a temporary setback at Anbar on the Euph-
rates, it then moved eastwards and defeated a Caliphal force
on the Dujail canal. The southern army had reached Kufa
and Hillah, whose Shiah inhabitants proved friendly.

Hulagu left his baggage at Khaniqin, and then, advancing